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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-11 COME-OO 10-14 OMB-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-04 
RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 DRC-01 
/149 W 

005894 

R 011600Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5127 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL BELFAST 

UNCLAS DUBLIN 1456 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, El 

SUBJ: PROVOS ESCAPE FROM MOUNTJOY PRISON 

1. ON OCT 31, THREE LEADING MEMBERS OF PROVISIONAL IRA 

WERE REMOVED FROM MOUNTJOY JAIL, DUBLIN, UNDOUBTEDLY BY PROVO 
COLLEAGUES. ESCAPE WAS ACCOMPLISHED IN HIJACKED HELICOPTER 
LEASED FROM A PRIVATE HELICOPTER RENTAL FIRM BY A PERSON WHO 
PURPORTED TO BE AN AMERICAN. ONE OF THE ESCAPEES WAS SEAMUS 
TWOMEY, LEADING BELFAST PROVO, WHOSE INCARCERATION HERE HAD 
BEEN WELCOMED IN NI. 

2. GOI IS HIGHLY EMBARRASSED BY THIS ESCAPE, COMING AS IT 
DOES SHORTLY AFTER FAILURE ARREST DAITHI O'CONNELL DURING 
RECENT PROVO SINN FEIN CONVENTION (DUBLIN 1426). EVEN THOUGH 
THERE HAS BEEN WIDESPREAD PUBLIC REJECTION OF PROVO VIOLENCE, 

WE EXPECT THAT THIS IMAGINATIVE JAILBREAK WILL CAUSE MANY 
CHUCKLES AT EXPENSE OF SECURITY FORCES. GOVT HAS REACTED STRONGLY 
AND BITTERLY BY CALLING EMERGENCY CABINET MEETING AND OPPOSITION 
WILL RAISE MATTER IN DAIL. MEASURES AGAINST IRA MAY BE 
INTENSIFIED. 
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